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Boyen, finally, writes that the King's treatment of
Yorck, who learned from the newspapers that he
had been dismissed from the army but refused to
believe it until he should have received a personal
announcement from the King (the Russians saw
to it that no such communication came through
their lines), was not merely a measure to placate
Napoleon but was seriously meant and that
Frederick William's anger was real:

The King, whose peculiarity it was to demand
mechanical obedience even when mental processes
were concerned and who never enquired into the
grounds or the results of an action or paid any regard
to difference of circumstances, saw here, from his
own standpoint, nothing but a direct rebellion against
his authority on General Yorck's part.

We all know that Frederick William did even-
ttially put himself at the head of the patriotic
movement; but he did so in such a way that no
credit whatever is due to him for his decision.
The fact that he left Berlin and took up his abode
in Breslau, which was the centre of the anti-
French activity, was greeted with indescribable joy
by the Prussian people; but he went there, it is
to be feared, because he had been made to believe
that his own life and liberty were no longer safe in
Berlin. In vain Hardenberg, who had suddenly
veered once more to the patriotic side, had urged
him to strike, had gone down on his knees to him
at Potsdam and had wetted his hand with his